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$1000+ $100 Hold’em Blackjack $50,000 ADDED, Novereb28", 4:00pm
Entries: 65
Prize pool: $112,550

It was the fifth day at the Caribbean Poker ClasEi® game we were playing: Hold'em Blackjack. Areiesting
combination of poker & blackjack, where unlike réagblackjack we are playing against each otheth widealer
button and blinds, and where bluffing and bettiogvalue is a big part of the game.

The tournament had a $1000+100 buy-in. Seducetidopa less than $50,000 added money, 65 playergptliat
amount. And yes, this included yours truly, whordidvant to miss out on the chance of winning thet-ever brick
and mortar Hold'em Blackjack event, and who wasalsly seduced by the great value. (Of course vilis only
until he realized that he could not play a lick...)

We had started out with big stacks & deep moneiwith the blinds & antes slowly rising, more andne players
were starting to run into danger. And yes, obvigtisis again included... yours truly.

In all honesty, this Hold'em Blackjack turned aube a quite remarkable event. Played six-hand&ds clear that
aggressive play would get rewarded. But beingyfaidw to the game, most players had trouble ralgasiarginal
hands, and quite a few players were willing to caifes & reraises with just a picture card (wadeth points) face
down. Coupled with the often aggressive play eartyhe hand, this meant that especially at the kteges of the
event the luck factor would be fairly high - as oped to the highly skillful situation we had earla.

As it happened, the representative for the dealeoy;, Somers, got to the final table as the chigdgaHaving won
the "dealer satellite”, all dealers from this déae=had a share in him - and they could be prdamb&aTroy's
performance. He played solid-though-aggressive veagivery keen when it came to good deal-makingeé&ially
Paul Zimbler seemed very eager to make a fiveixeway chop "so he could prepare for tomorrow's Maivent”,
but chipleader Troy simply said: "Let's play." $ithanged once Chistopher Coleman had taken ovke as
chipleader, at Troy's expense. At that stage, bwigsstruck after all.

The final two players The winner of the first-ever brick and mortar
Hold'em Blackjack - Christopher Coleman



But that didn't change the nature of the game miiicstayed an exciting to watch, though at timesiewhat erratic
final table. The chipleader Christopher, being ftras skunk” (end of quote) kept playing well despis many
Johnny Walker Black Labels, and seemed to haveod tgel for the game. The strong Troy had been

a bit unlucky, and had become the shortest stagkyimning two all-ins (the first one with blackjaagainst 20 for
Paul Zimbler) he was back in the saddle. He waarlgleand correctly, trying to take advantage tBhatistopher
would play more and more hands, and play them mondemore aggressively - where at the end of thenéguhe
was even betting & raising in the dark.

The heads up stage between Troy & Christopherestatbout even in chips. Troy played excellentlyl did his
best to take advantage of the fact that his oppomenld sometimes indicate his actions way in adea®n the
final hand, he had jammed the pot with either anaca ten down, against Christopher who had raig#ébut
looking at his hand. After a 4 for Coleman andfar6Troy (one of the worst cards to catch as opeds; though in
heads up play not that awful maybe), the Englisheaad: "Let's see what | have." He turned out teetem 9 as his
hole card, asked another card, and got a 5 footh8-tchoosing to stand. Troy judged that his opged could have
a busted hand though, and decided to stand orr diéher 17. (16 the much more likely possibilityamfurse, as
with an ace down, Troy could have risked takingtheocard without the possibility of ending up wittore than
21)

And that was that - the first Hold'em Blackjacknoament ever was decided. An interesting game uestepn, and
many players seemed to enjoy it - so we will seetivbr or not it will catch on some more. It mayywesell, and
the organizers have clearly shown their willingnesmake it succeed - as is proved by the whoppsK added
to the prize pool.

So all in all, the title went to the likeable anargpathetic Christopher Coleman, who dedicateditiéstd no other
than Johnny Walker. His price: The $20K that Pauby and he had negotiated during the second tle@g-way),
plus an additional $3500 or so for him as the winAd in all, a very nice payday, and, again qagtihe

winner: "the honor of being the first-ever Hold'&tackjack Champion.”

Final results:

Christopher Coleman England $32,650
Troy Stromer USA $22,500
Paul Zimbler England $16,900
Jon Kalmar England $12,350
Todd Witteles Canada $9,000
Bjorn Emberg Sweden $5,650
Franck Bensimon France $2,250
Peter Jepsen Denmark $2,250
Kathy Liebert USA $2,250
Arnaud Nattern France $2,250
Robin Abrey Antigua $2,250
Rakesh Gupta India $2,250

$500+ $50 No Limit Hold’em, November 28, 8:00pm

Entries: 56
Prize pool: $28,000

1. Yucel Eminoglu Turkey $9,230
2. Allan Johns England $4,620
3. Bjorn Gustafsson Sweden $3,530
4. Andreas Forsgren Sweden $2,720
5. Mike Redivivo Canada $2,170
6. David Demmett Scotland $1,630
7. Matt Tyler England $1,360
8. Martin Wiklund Sweden $1,090
9. Michael Birt Ireland $810



